
Happiness Is A New Home  
 
Our BAWF Thrift Shop is open for business again and we invite you to come shop at our new 
location, 9295 Sam Snead Hwy, Hot Springs (Mitchelltown).  We are open Thursday through 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., or by appointment any time ï just call 540-839-8666. 
 
We have all the great furniture, toys, gently used clothing, houseware and even some 
antiques!  People have found everything from bird feeders to wedding gowns ï and 
merchandise changes daily since it is all donated.  We even stock California Natural dog and 
cat food. 
 
When fire swept through the Bacova Guild complex the night of November 11, 2009, the 
flames spared the Bath Animal Welfare Foundationôs Country Thrift Shop and office. 
However, smoke damage and the total destruction of the adjacent Bath Rehab and Wellness 
Center prompted BAWFôs decision to move immediately to our new home that BAWF 
foresightedly purchased last fall in hopes of restoring the building and relocating there by the 
end of 2011. 

 

 Animal Talk  
 
 

Newsletter of the Bath Animal Welfare Foundation, Inc. Winter 2010 
 Founded 2001 for the welfare of homeless and abandoned animals. 
 BAWF is a 501(c)(3) not for profit tax-exempt corporation. 



 
Happiness é (continued)  
 
BAWF was in desperate need to reopen the Thrift Shop. The repairs were overwhelming. 
With the generous contributions from our donors and a most generous grant from the 
Alleghany Foundation, BAWF was able to open our doors for business, in the spring of 2010.  
 
The cooperation from our contractors working around our business hours was amazing. This 
has truly been a community effort to restore the building to be an asset to the county and a 
continuing profitable venture for the homeless pets. 
 
Why is the Thrift Shop so vital to BAWFôs success?  Last year, profits from the Thrift Shop 
sales funded, in part or in full, a variety of programs, from spaying and neutering county pets 
and underwriting emergency care for pets owned by low income families, to adopting out 71 
homeless dogs ï no small feat considering ñre-homingò costs continue to increase. 
 
Thatôs why now, more than ever, BAWF needs your support.  Thrift Shop funds from 2009 
have been exhausted by the purchase of a new furnace and much-needed rewiring.  In order 
to keep 2010 funds going to lifesaving projects for pets ï and not repairs ï we urge you to 
contribute what you can today. 
 

Spay/Neuter Program  
 
Spay/neuter is very critical in Bath County where we have such a limited number of local 
homes willing or able to accept a new pet. 
 
A major grant in May 2010 from the Allegany Foundation has enabled us to sray/neuter 257 
pets free of charge and 150 more for the low co-payment of $35. 
 
We offer free spay/neuter to all hounds, pit bulls and beagles.  These dogs are the most 
difficult, if not impossible, to re-home.  BAWF took in six litters of puppies from May through 
October 2010.  These were all unwanted puppies.  Of the total of 38 puppies, only one 
remains unplaced.  We also have placed dozens of cats, also unwanted.  Please spay/
neuter your animals! 
 
 

Happy Holidays 
 To 

All Of Our 

Volunteers & Donors 



Bath County Rescue and Adoption  
 
BAWF rescues animals from the Bath County Shelter and from private individuals if they are 
adoptable.  Bath County does not have a leash law, so we must utilize these sources to be 
sure we are not picking up someoneôs personal dog or cat.  Also, we do not have a shelter, 
so we must use private homes or commercial boarding facilities to house our animals to pre-
pare them for adoption.  Another use of our funds is boarding our animals in private kennels 
that are clean, loving and reliable. 
 
For adoption we work with an organization in Maryland and post our dogs on their website.  
Through that organization, applicants are thoroughly screened with home visits, vet checks 
and criminal background checks.  Those adopting must have a portion of their yard fenced 
and secured.  The adoptee must be at least 25 years old.  No puppies are adopted out to 
households with children under 5 ï we make exceptions for households with close and avail-
able oversight. 
 
We also work with several breed rescues in Northern Virginia who will accept their breed 
from us to enter their rescue facility.  As always, the same health check, vaccinations and 
screenings apply.  Breed rescuers are more familiar with the types of homes that are best for 
their breed.  We maintain a vehicle and pay a reliable driver to bring these ñreferralò animals 
to these locations.  BAWF absorbs all of these costs.  All of our dogs and cats are com-
pletely vet checked for parasites, vaccinated, micro chipped, spayed or neutered before 
adoption. 
 
All animals must be returned to BAWF if, for any reason, their placement does not work out.  
Therefore, a great effort is made up front to match their ñforever homeò with each pet. 
 
It often costs several hundred dollars to prepare each pet.  We are a no-kill rescue.  Once 
we take an animal in, we keep it until the right home opens its door!  Sometimes that is 
months and sometimes is weeks.  To date in 2010, we have taken in and adopted 71 pets to 
qualified homes.  These homes range geographically from New York City to Youngstown, 
Ohio to Columbia, South Carolina.  We basically serve Bath County for rescue ï but occa-
sionally the rescue will occur in a neighboring county.  We help whenever possible.  Bath 
County is the second smallest county in the Commonwealth of Virginia in population.  That is 
why we sometimes have to look beyond our borders for our adoptive clients.  It is hard work 
to place all of our animals.   
 
BAWF recently accepted a court seized animal from a cruelty situation in a neighboring 
county, cared for it and finally placed it in a forever home in Pittsburgh.  A puppy was res-
cued from the same county and placed in a breed rescue in Northern Virginia. 
 

What About Regular Vaccinations?  
 
BAWF does not normally provide vaccines for pets.  Dr. Ellen Miller of Valley Animal Hospital 
provides at least two low cost clinics during each year. 





Veterinary Emergency Services  
 
Greenbrier Veterinary Hospital 
Lewisburg, WV:  304-456-1476 
24-hour on-call service. 
 
Emergency Veterinary Service 
Roanoke, VA:  540-563-8575 
After hours emergency service only. 
 
Veterinary Emergency Center 
Richmond, VA:  804-353-9000 
24/7, 365-day emergency service. 
 
Veterinary Specialty Hospital 
     of the Carolinas 
Cary, NC:  919-233-4811 
24/7, 365-day emergency service. 
 
 
 
 
Local Emergency Numbers  
 
BAWF Office:  540-839-8666 
 
Bath County Humane Investigator, 
     Steve Weintraub:  540-997-5570 
 
Bath Animal Control Shelter:  
     540-839-7210 
 
Sheriffôs Office:  540-839-2331 
 
 
 
 

BAWF 
PO Box 716 

Hot Springs, VA  24445 
FAX:  540-839-2452 
Email:  bawf@tds.net 

Website:  www.bawf.org 

THANK YOU!  
If you would like to become a Friend of BAWF and 
make a contribution, offer your home as a foster 
home for a dog or cat which might otherwise be 
euthanized, volunteer at our Country Thrift Shop, 
donate your expertise (we need computer skills to 
assist in our office), or assist with transportation, 
rescues, and adoptions, please contact us directly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All of the staff members are volunteers who donate 
three-hour shifts weekly, monthly or on occasion.  
We always need more volunteers to work in the 
Thrift Store ï if we had more volunteers, it would 
enable us to expand the hours and/or days the 
shop is open.  Are you hearing that call to help?  Call 
and say YES at 540-839-8666. 
 
 
 
 

If You Find An Animal  
 
First, notify Animal Control at 540-839-7210.  Also 
leave a message for BAWF at 540-839-8660 or 
email us at bawf@tds.net.  This gives the stray ani-
mal the best chance of being reunited with its 
owner.  Since there are no leash laws in Bath 
County, Animal Control needs to verify that the ani-
mal is a stray before further action is taken. 
 
If you come upon injured wild life, please call the 
Sheriffôs Office, 540-839-2331.  Call this number 
also for any reason after hours and they can reach 
Animal Control.  A good example for this type of call 
would be if you find livestock in the road or outside 
their pasture. 



BAWF 
PO Box 716 
Hot Springs, VA 24445 
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Imagine finding a stunning sequined cocktail dress, in 
your size, for under $20.  Or brand new ink cartridges 
that just happen to fit your printer for $4 each.  How 
about assorted small appliances ï a blender, a coffee 
maker, an electric skillet ï each for $8 or less.  Just 
when you need that perfect wedding gift you just might 
find an exquisite set of crystal wine goblets.  Or, maybe 
youôre going to be the bride and you find a perfect wed-
ding dress ï it has happened. 
 
The best part about shopping at the BAWF Thrift Shop 
is knowing that every dollar you spend goes directly to 
support the needs of homeless and abandoned pets in 
your community.  All the gently-used items have been 
donated by local citizens and the shop is staffed by 
dedicated volunteers. 
 
Come visit us Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at 9295 Sam Snead Highway, Hot Springs. 

Great Deals for a Great Cause at BAWF Thrift Shop  


